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PUBLIC AUDIT AND POST-LEGISLATIVE SCRUTINY COMMITTEE

CONTROL OF DOGS (SCOTLAND) ACT 2010 CALL FOR 

EVIDENCE SUBMISSION FROM: Stirling Council  

• The effectiveness of the Act in reducing the number of out of control dogs/ dog attacks
in   Scotland;

We have found the legislation to be effective in reducing the number of repeat complaints 
about individuals which may have had a knock on effect onto the wider community either 
through word of mouth or social media communications. 

For instance, an individual whose dog may have been out of control and is now subject of a 
DCN will be required to keep their dog under control thus reducing complaints and 
reassuring members of the public whose tolerance might consequently increase too. 

People subject to DCNs may tell their peer group that they are and this may have a positive 
effect on others wishing to avoid this. 

• How well you think local authorities are carrying out their duties under the Act;

Speaking for my own authority, we feel we have used the DCNs appropriately both in terms 
of controlling animals but also with educating and engaging with dog owners.  They 
establish a framework which allows the authority and dog owners to communicate with 
each other and build relationships.  There is also the possibility of an intervention being 
taken if there is a need to. 

• What challenges you feel local authorities face in carrying out their duties under the Act;

There are sometimes challenges in resourcing corroboration for dog wardens at peak 
times. 

• If there are any weaknesses in the Act or any specific changes you would like to see;

I feel the legislation is strong but still allows for some flexibility and judgement/discretion on 
the part of the authority. 

• Any other issues relating to the Act you wish to bring to the attention of the Committee.

No 




